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This Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ) Oral History Project began as a key 
component of a cross-listed Boise State University course, Intro to LGBTQ Studies (GEN 380, HIS 
381, SOC 497). Dr. Riley Caldwell-O’Keefe taught the course and designed the project as an 
interactive learning tool to help students understand LGBTQ history, with special emphasis on Idaho 
history, and the impacts of this history on local individuals. In addition to this history and context, 
students learned interviewing techniques throughout the semester. We discussed ethical considerations 
and obtained Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval for the project. Throughout the process, we 
worked with Boise State Special Collections and Archives librarians, Alan Virta and Cheryl 
Oestreicher. The culmination and digital release of the collection would have been impossible without 
them. We are thrilled and honored to offer these first-person insights which help provide a more well-
rounded and comprehensive story of Idaho history. 
 
Name: Duane Quintana 
 
Biography: Duane Quintana was born on February 28, 1979 and grew up in rural Idaho. After 
receiving an HIV diagnosis, Quintana became an activist by educating high school students about HIV. 
These school presentations grew to become the non-profit organization, Allies Linked for Prevention 
of HIV and AIDS (a.l.p.h.a.). This group provides testing and counselling and has now grown to areas 
across the state. Within the interview is Quintana’s family’s reaction to his HIV diagnosis, marriage, 
and later, the breakup of his marriage. Quintana believes that that through a.l.p.h.a. and the Idaho 
AIDS foundation, there is less fear and more empowerment regarding HIV.  
 
Keywords: HIV/AIDS, insurance, medical expenses, marriage, divorce, funeral planning, Idaho 
Women’s Network, Idaho AIDS foundation, a.l.p.h.a. 
 
Interview date: 11/28/2011 
Interviewer: Cody Hafer 
Interview duration: 1:14:31 
City: Boise 
 
Timed Notation:  
0:00:00 Introduction  
0:00:42 Birthplace 
0:01:55 Identities (Sexuality, Gender, Socio-Economic Status, Race/Ethnicity, Ability); 
medication for HIV 
0:06:55 Childhood/upbringing; religion and church life 
0:13:45 Church and religion; theater experiences; southern Idaho geography and community 
Structure 
0:18:10 Coming out; HIV+ diagnosis; “learning how to be gay” 
0:28:10 HIV+ coming out/activism beginnings; feelings towards HIV+ diagnosis; documentary 
and public exposure 
0:36:35 Family reactions to HIV+ diagnosis; engagement and marriage to ex-husband; treatment 
for ITP and health problems; tour he went on; relationship with father 
0:43:45 Divorce from ex-husband 
0:47:30 Creating and founding a.l.p.h.a. of Idaho; meeting his ex-husband 
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0:56:37 Idaho AIDS Foundation; road trip to discover self 
0:59:10 HIV/AIDS in Idaho 
1:05:20 Places of comfort and discomfort in Boise 
1:08:05 Other folks to interview 
1:12:31 Final words 
 
